LADIES IN SECLUSION                   315

from a variety of snares and temptations; besides
which, they would deem it disgraceful in the
highest degree to mix indiscriminately with
men who are not relations. They are educated
from infancy for retirement, and they can have
no wish that the custom should be changed,
which keeps them apart from the society of
men, who are not very nearly related to them.
Female society is unlimited, and that they
enjoy without restraint.

A lady whose friendship I have enjoyed from
my first arrival in India, hoard me very often
speak of the different places I had visited, and
she fancied her happiness very much depended
on seeing a river and a bridge. I undertook to
gain permission from her husband and father,,
that the treat might be permitted; they, how-
ever, did not approve of the lacly being gratified,
and I was vexed to be obliged to convey the
disappointment to my friend. She very mildly
answered me, " I was much to blame to request
what I knew was improper for me to be in-
dulged in ; I hope my husband and family will
not be displeased with me for my childish wish;
pray make them understand how much \ repent